Rybnik: pograniCZe
“Normally, we do not realise that we are so close, that we are connected by similar stories, traumas and common heritage. That is why in Rybnik, just over 20 kilometres from the Czech border, we want to talk about these traditions,” explains Aleksandra Klich-Siewiorek, director of the Konstanty Prus Poviat and Municipal Public Library in Rybnik.
“Rybnik: pograniCZe” festival will be a perfect opportunity to meet young artists and persons working in the Polish and Czech creative industry. Among the invited guests one can name such artists as František Šmehlík and Robert Małecki, Eva Tvrdá, Anna Malchárková or Karin Lednická, who’s novel Krzywy kościół (CZ: Šikmý kostel) served as a basis for a play staged by the Polish Stage of the Těšínské Divadlo in Český Těšín. Festival events (author’s evenings, panel discussions and the already mentioned play) will be preceded by a series of workshops titled “We read Silesia”.
Let’s reread Silesia
In the Poviat and Municipal Public Library in Rybnik, from 18 March we will be discussing Czech and Polish literature and culture as well as our common history. As part of the workshops, we will create a map of Polish-Czech identity. “We want to focus on stories about people and places close to us, to discover what they hide and try to put them on the map so that they can become part of other people’s journeys. Comparison, discussion, attempts to describe and identify locations important to us and their inhabitants will help us build a polyphonic story about ourselves and our surroundings,” say Monika Glosowitz and Karolina Pospiszil, who lead the “Mapping the Borderland” workshop as part of the project.
The youngest readers will be able to participate in creative artistic and literary activities, while teenagers will be able to take part in a workshops based on the book Truchlin (CZ: Prašina) by Vojtěch Matocha. Meetings held during the workshop stage of the festival will be held in the main library building, as well as in library branches in Kamień, Niedobczyce, Boguszowice Stare and Smolna districts.
Culture of the borderland
The project’s highlight will be the week-long festival “Rybnik: pograniCZe”. The event will begin on 7 May with an author event under the title “To hear a crime novel”. František Šmehlík and Robert Małecki will be the library’s guests, and the meeting will be hosted by Mariusz Czubaj. On Friday, 9 May, a panel discussion will take place, the aim of which will be to discuss the specifics of the work of translators, the prospects of young people in creative professions and the cultural future of Europe. The panel will be moderated by young translators from Rybnik, Paulina Rzymanek and Elżbieta Janota from the “Już tłumaczę” podcast. Their guests will be Anna Radwan-Żbikowska and Julia Różewicz, translators of Czech literature.
“We are delighted that the festival will include a discussion on literary translation. With their work, translators cross both literary and cultural bridges, through which we can build a community of experience. Often, on an equal footing with authors and publishers, they act as cultural ambassadors, promoting valuable foreign literature on the Polish market. Therefore, it seems all the more important to give them space to talk about their work and their passion,” say the moderators.
On the same day another panel discussion will take place titled “Women of Silesia”. Invited speakers include Czech writers Eva Tvrdá, Anna Malchárková and Karin Lednická. The event will be hosted by Monika Glosowitz and Karolina Pospiszil.
“I am delighted that – when preparing the project programme – we were able to invite so many interesting writers and also to establish important forms of cooperation, among others with a library in neighbouring Karvina. The subject that we will be touching is exceptionally important, both in the time of transformation of mining areas as well as in the perspective of cultural future of Europe. What is particularly interesting is the approach of young artists towards these subjects,” emphasises Aleksandra Klich-Siewiorek. 
On 10 May, we will invite you to take a free tour of the Ignacy Historic Mine, and on 14 May, in the Rybnik Theatre you will be able to see the play titled Krzywy Kościół by the Polish Stage of Těšínské Divadlo in Český Těšín, which touches on the subject of one of the biggest mining disasters in the Czech Republic. The festival will also be accompanied by an exhibition of Czech pinhole photography organised by the Polish National Festival of Pinhole Photography OFFO.
The project “Rybnik: pograniCZe” is implemented in close international cooperation with Regionální knihovna Karviná. University of Silesia also took the project under its wings, and Radio 90 and “Już tłumaczę” and “Czechostacja” podcasts will provide media coverage.
Admission to all events is free, for some programme items one needs to collect a free ticket in advance. 
More information (including information of availability for people with disabilities) can be found on our website:
https://www.biblioteka.rybnik.pl/news/projekty-trwajace-rybnik-pogranicze 
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